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Abstract: The second uemographic transition represents not only negative balance of population 
movement, but indicates significant changes of dcmographic processes, e.g. fcrtility, natality, 
nuptiality anu family lormation, rcflccting changes in uernographic bchaviour of population. In 
the last decade population development in the countries of Central and East Europe has changed 
a lot, being significantly influcnccd by ongoing transl(mnation processes. Changes in demo­
graphic processes and phenomena in Slovakia, which startcd at the beginning of the 90s. are 
being considcrably influenced by changes of socio-economic relations. Some processes and their 
rates. mainly marriages, fertility and reproduction have closcly approached figurcs n:achcd by the 
West-European populations. Dul on the other side, Slovakia still maintains the natural incrcasc of 
population, the life cxpcctancy at birth is rising in slow pace. Marital relationships and family 
crcation still remains under considerable influence of tradition family and rcproductive 
bchaviour. 

Key wonls: ucmographie transition, transformation processes, natality, fertility, nuptiality, mor­
tality, dcmographie behaviour of population 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Dramatic changes so typical for population phenomena and development of 
population processes, especially in terms of the European population, still draw attention 
of numerous sciences, but first of all of demography and demogeography. The main 
indicators of such changes are concerned at present with fail ing dynamic of population 
growth, decreasc of marriages, lower fertility and changes in some other dcmographic 
and social processes. Such development has not been actually assumed and took 
scientists by surprise. According to the theory of demographic transition ( dcmographic 
revolution) formulated and developed by A. Landry (l 934), F. W. Notestein ( 1945), W. 
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S. Thompson ( 1929), G. Mackenroth ( 1953), R. Vance ( 1952), Z. Pavlík ( 1964), during 
the final stage of demographic transition the stable development of populntion is rather 
to bc expected, being charactcrised by low birlh rates and low dcath ratcs, with low 
natural population growth oscillating around its minimum level. 

Birth rates declined below death rates displaying natural decrease of population in 
some European countries in 1960s. Such development was delined as the second 
demographic transition, or the second demographic revolution (0. J. Van De Kaa 
(1987), H. Birg ( 1996)). Negative balance of population movement indicates signiticant 
changes in large range of demographic processes, e.g. fertility, natality, nuptiality and 
family fonnation, retlecting changes in demographic behaviour of population. 

This substantial difference in the nature of the first and the second demographic 
transitions must be sought particularly in demographic behaviour. Whilst the first 
demographic transition is characterised by altruism based on activities for benefits of 
others with orientation on family and posterity, industrialisation and urbanisation 
processes incur decrease of fertility. Beyond this, secularisation reduces the influence of 
religion on the ľamily size, leading gradual ly to the family planning. 

Characteristic feature of the demographic behaviour in the period of the second 
demographic transition is individualism, so typical for the post-industrial society. 
Emphasis on personal freedom here gets weaker functions of matrimony and family. 
Such behaviour is conducted as well by more advanced levels of education and by will 
of young people to develop their indivídua! abilities. 

This is val id for both men and women, moreover each of them try to maintain the 
certain level of independence by having his/her own source of income. That is why 
foundation of the family and childbearing are being regarded as a threat of their 
economical and social independence. Moreover, the ongoing process of the society 
secularisation gets weaker the demographic behaviour. In such a way the individualism 
becomes a powerful factor not only for the family planning and regulation, it decreases 
fertility to the lowest level. Whereas for the first demographic trans i ti on deci ine of death 
rates was regarded as decisive, dynamic of the second demographic process is 
charactcrised by decrease of birth rates. 

2. POPULATION PROCESSES SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCED 

BY THE TRANSFORMATION 

The previously mentioned trends of the population development in the European 
countries are, though, far more complicated and spatially significantly different. In the 
last decade, for instance, population development in the countries of Central and East 
Europe has changed a lot, being significantly influenced by ongoing transformation 
processes. In terms of them, Slovakia is not an exception, and here, in addition to the 
general all-European trends, the influence of the socio-economic transformation can bc 
spottcd as well. 
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Transformation has hit population phenomena and processes in Jiťťerent countries 
with differcnt intensity. They can be perceived better after splitting into two groups. To 
the first group should be arranged population phenomena and processes significantly 
dependablc ti·01n the pace of development and socio-economic conJitions, having 
responded comparatively quickly on their changes, so figures there vary more quickly. 
To this group could be arranged such patterns as live births, natural population increase, 
fertility, nuptiality, abortions, reproduction, etc. Let us survey development and spatial 
differentiation of some of them. 

One of the typical signs of the population development in the period of the 2"d 

demographic transition is deci ine of fertility rates. Usually the 2, l (or 2,0) level of the 
total fertility which indicates a long-tem1 balance between birth and death rates is 
regarded as decisive (sei! Table l ). 

Table 1 Development of the total fertility in selected European countries 

Years 
United 

France Germany Italy Spain USSR 
Kingdom 

1800 5055 
1850 4095 3038 
1870 4094 3042 5029 4088 
1900 3,4 2079 4077 4,43 
1910 2084 2025 3052 4,28 

1921-25 2039 2042 2062 305 3096 
1926-30 2001 203 201 303 3075 6,04 

1931-35 1079 2016 1o84 3007 305 4053 

1936-40 1098 2007 2024 3 2077 4,66 

1941-45 2039 2011 109 2056 2072 
1946-50 2019 2,98 2007 2077 2068 3,13 

1-950-55 2018 2073 2016 2032 2052 2,51 

1955-60 2049 2071 203 2035 2075 2062 

1961-65 2081 2085 2049 2055 2089 2,48 

1965-70 2052 2061 2032 2,49 2093 2002 

1971-75 2004 2031 1064 2028 2o89 1098 

1975-80 1072 1086 1052 1092 2063 1092 

1980-85 108 1087 1046 1055 1086 1099 

1985-90 1081 108 1,43 1035 1046 201 

1995 1071 107 1024 1 o 17 1 o 18 . 1,39 
Source: L1v1 Bacc1o M. (1999) 

By the cnd of the 60s majority of the European countries achieved relatively high 
rates of fertility, but already at that time they revealed a declining trend (see Table 2). In 
1970 in Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Federal Republic of Germany, Luxembourg and 
Hungary the total fertility of the first European population had fail en be low the le vel of 
simple reproduction. Much later, the same trend occurred in two newly established 
countries: Croatia, and the Czech Republic. At the same time some European countries 
measured quite high total fertility rates, e.g. Ireland 3,9, Norway 2,5, Netherlands 2,6, 
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Portugal 2,8, Spain 2,9, Poland 2,2, etc. During the last 25 years situation has changed 
signi!icantly: already in 1966, the total fertility rales in majority oľ the European 
countries have declined below 2,0 (except populations of Albania, Cyprus, lsla1 u and 
Turkey). 

Likewise the other European countries, the total fertility rate in Slovakia has had a 
decreasing trend. Already in 1950 it measured 3,6 retlecting impressive dynamic of 
reproduction processes. Beyond this post-war maximum, the second one, though less 
expressive, occuiTed in the mid-70s (2,6). In terms of this pattern, the most decisive 
deci ine of total fertility rates incurred in 1989 fail ing be low 2, l .  Further decrease of 
fertility in the 90s be low l ,5 (in 1997 it was for instance 1,43) can be regarded even as 
more dramatic. The second fertility reduction is concerned with decreasing of female's 
net specific fertility with different intensity of its declination in various age categories of 
women (Mládek, J ., Chovancová, J ., Bátorová, S. 1998). 

Evaluation of population development in terms of its natural reproduction, 
especially, from the point of view of net reproduction rates, has already confirmed the 
aťoresaid changes. In 1970 only 4 countries indicated the net reproduction rates less than 
l (the limit of simple reproduction). By 1996 the situation has changed considerably, 
beca u se al most all European countries have already experienced decrease of this pa tt ern 
below l, what is the evidence of insufficient population reproduction (Albania and 
Turkcy, though, made an exception). 

In course of Iong-term development, the net reproduction rate in Slovakia cxceeds 
l ,  indicating a certain level of extended reproduction. Nevertheless, at the same time, 
deci ine of its values indicates falling dynamic of population development. Sinec 1989, 
figures of net reproduction rates constantly fluctuate below the level of simple 
reproduction. Such development implies gradual transformation of population in 
Slovakia to the simple reproduction pattern, with definitely insuffkient figures in the 
recent years. Such development had already measured its minimum in 1997 (0,68). 

To the certain degree, synthetic evaluation of population development can be 
achieved over analysis of crude rates of the natural population increase. Thcories of the 
second demographic transition assume their declination to the negative values. 
Analysing the European populations from this point of view, we will get even more 
complicated picture (see Map l). Decrease of the natural population growth in the last 
25 years is evident in all countries, but in 1996 only 14 of them measured negative 
values. The next l l  countries have had decreasing figures of the natural population 
growth, though, of very low rates. Decrease of the natural population growth in the other 
countries measured slower pace (Turkey, Island, Cyprus, Ireland), or remained the same 
for quite long period (Switzerland, Norway, Luxembourg, Finland). 

In the all-European context, the Slovak Republic has had relatively high rates of the 
natural population growth. Even in time of two post-war maximums, i.e. in 50s and 70s, 
it was 17-18% and l O-l l  o/o respectively. However, in the early 90s the radical decrease 
has been occurred. lf in 1990 the population increased by 25 000, i.e. by 5%, in 1997 it 
increased only by 6987, i.e. population growth has fallen to 1,3%. It means that the 
natural population growth decreased by 2/3 from its initial level. Fortunately, population 
development in the last 3 years indicates some signs of overcoming these dramatic 
declines in population growth. 
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Table 2 Total fertility rate 

Country 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 
Albania 5,16 3,62 3,26 3,03 
Austria 2,29 1,83 1,65 1,47 1,45 1,48 1,44 1,4 1,42 1,36 
Belgium 2,25 1,74 1,69 1,51 1,62 1,6 1,55P 1,55P 
Bulgaria 2,18 2,24 2,05 1,95 1,81 1,46 1,37 1,23 1,24 1,09 
Croatia 1,8 1,91 1,92 1,82 1,63 1,52 1,47 1,58 1,67 1,69 
Cyprus 2,54 2,01 2,46 2,38 2,42 2,27 2,23 2,13 2,08 2 
Czech Republic 1,93 2,43 2,07 1,95 1,89 1,67 1,44 1,28 1,18 1,17 
Denmark 1,95 1,92 1,55 1,45 1,67 1,75 1,81 1,81 1,75 
Es ton ia 2,16 2,04 2,02 2,12 2,05 1,45 1,37 1,32 1,3 1,24 
Finland 1,83 1,69 1,63 1,64 1,78 1,81 1,85 1,81 1,76 1,74 
France 2,47 1,93 1,94 1,81 1,78 1,65 1,65 1,7 1,72 1,71 p 
Germany 1,28 1,24 1,25 1,32 
FRG 2,02 1,45 1,45 1,28 1,45 1,39 1,35 1,34 1,39 
Former GDR 2,19 1,54 1,94 1,73 1,52 0,78 0,77 0,84 0,95 
Greece 2,43 2,28 2,23 1,68 1,43 1,34 1,36 1,32 1,3 1,32 
Hungary 1,97 2,38 1,92 1,83 1,84 1,69 1,64 1,57 1,46 1,38 
Ice land 2,18 2,65 2,48 1,93 2,31 2,22 2,14 2,08 2,12 2,04 
Ireland 3,87 3,4 3,23 2,5 2,12 1,91 1,85 1,85 1,88P 1,92P 
Italy 2,43 2,21 1,68 1,45 1,36 1,26 1,22 1,18 1,21 E 1,22E 
Latvia 2,01 1,96 1,9 2,09 2,02 1,51 1,39 1,25 1,16 1,11 
Liechtenstein 1,47 1,75 1,5 1,45 1,52 1,33 
Lithuania 2,4 2,22 2,12 1,69 1,52 1,49 1,42 1,39 
Luxembourg 1,97 1,52 1,5 1,38 1,62 1,69 1,72 1,67 1,76 1, 71 
Malta 2,17 1,98 1,99 2,05 2,01 1,89 1,83 2,1 1,95 
Moldova 2,39 2,75 2,39 2,1 1,95 1,76 1,6 
Netherlands 2,57 1,66 1,6 1,51 1,62 1,57 1,57 1,53 1,53 1 ,45P 
Norway 1,98 1,72 1,68 1,93 1,86 1,87 1,87 1,89 1,86 
Poland 2,2 2,26 2,28 2,33 2,04 1,85 1,8 1,61 1,58 1,51 
Portugal 2,76 2,52 2,19 1,73 1,57 1,52 1,44 1,41 1,44 1,46 
Romania 2,89 2,62 2,45 2,26 1,83 1,44 1,41 1,34 1,3 1,32 
Russian Federation 2,01 1,97 1,9 2,11 1,89 1,39 1,4 1,34 1,28 
San Marino 2,23 1,91 1,46 1,14 1,31 1,12 1,22 1,1 1,25 1,24 
Slovak Republic 2,4 2,55 2,32 2,25 2,09 1,92 1,66 1,52 1,47 
S lovenia 2,1 2,16 2,11 1,72 1,46 1,34 1,32 1,29 1,28 1,25 
Spain 2,86 2,8 2,21 1,64 1,36 1,27 1,21 1,17 1,15 1,15E 
Sweden 1,94 1,78 1,68 1,73 2,14 2 1,89 1,74 1,61 1,53 
Switzerland 2,1 1,61 1,55 1,52 1,59 1,51 1,49 1,48 1,5 1,48 
Macedonia 2,95 ?.,7 2,45 2,31 2,06 2,08 1,97 1,9 
Turkey 5,68 5,09 4,36 3,59 2,99 2,76 2,69 2,62 2,55 2,48 
Ukraine 2,09 2,02 1,95 2,02 1,89 1,55 1,5 1,4 
United Kingdom 2,45 1,81 1,89 1,8 1,83 1,76 1,74 1,71 1,72 1,71 
Bela rus 2,33 2,22 2,07 1,91 1,61 1,57 1,39 1,31 1,23 
Bosnia-Hercegowina 2,67 2,35 1,88 1,89 1,7 
FR of Yuooslavia 2,28 2,31 2,26 2,21 2,08 1,91 1,85 1,88 1,8 

. .  

P - Prov1s1onal data, E - Estlmate 

Source: Recent demographic developments in Europe 1998. 
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Dl.!spite such radical changes. Slovakia still kel.!ps the median position among the 
Ľuropl.!an countries. Perhaps more impressive results will be obtaincd aller these 
countril.!s arranging according to the crudc rates of the natural population growth. The 
first 9 places with the most significant crude rates oť population dccrease will be hold by 
tlu: former socialist countries, which sufTer consequences of tlu.: socio-economic 
transformation (13ulgaria, Latvia, Ukraine, Russia, !3elarus. Estonia, l lungary, The 
Czech Republic and Romania). The same results will be gained after these countries 
survey according to the net reproduction and total fertility rates and crude dcath and live 
bitih rates. Having analysed achieved rates of these figures it can be regarded that 
population development in transitive countries has made the further progrcss towards the 
second demographic transition. 

3. MORE CONSERVATIVE POPULATION PHENOMENA 

AND PROCESSES 

The second group of the population phcnomena and processes is charactcriscd by 
major persistence, reaeting more slowly on socio-economic changes. It refers to such 
pattems as life expectancy at birth. infnnt mortality, mean age at marriage, mean nge of 
women at birth of first child, birth outside marriages, etc. Their development depends on 
the overall social changes, cultura! maturity, local trnditions, being inlluenccd 
sometimes by religiosity of population, etc. 

Development of the second dcmogmphic transition is characterised as well by 
higher ratcs of late marriages and by transition from tradition to pluralistie type oť 
family. Populations of Slovakia and some other Central and East European countries are 
just only approaching this model. 

The Iong-term development of the mari tal relationships in Slovnkia is charactcriscd 
by quite high crude marriagc rate s and low age s at marriage. High marriagc mte s had 
fluctuatcd for the long period round 7-9%, being considerably inllucnccd by the 
economic welfare, strong traditions of family life and religious upbringing. The family 
was regarded as a universal form of the marital life, whcreas its altcmativc l'onns have 
not been npplicd. 

Dramatic decrease of the marriage rates occurred in 199 1- 1995. In 1990 it was 
solemnised more than 40 000 marriages, meanwhile in 1995 only about 27 000. Whilc 
in 1990 8 marriages per l 000 population were registered, in 1995 it was only 5. Such 
development was caused by several factors, for instance also by delays in marriagc due 
to the complicated socio-economic situation in Slovakia in 1990. Actually, it was a 
reaction on deci inc of real incomes, slacken of the housing construction and dimbing 
uncmploymcnt rate. 

The second important pattcrn of marriagc ratcs - age at marringe - remained at the 
same low lcvel: in 1996 54,5% of males were married by 24 years of age, other 26.2% 
entcred into a marriage being 25-29. At marriage 74,4% of females were younger than 
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25, other 14,2% solemnised a marriage being 25-29. The mean age of women at first 
marriage in the EU countries is 26 (in Sweden even 28), in Slovakia it is 22, fluctuating 
round this level since 1970s. Correspondingly, the mean male age at marriagc is �6 and 
female - 23 what is by 4-6 years less than in majority of the West-European countries 
(see Table 3, Map 2). 

Table 3 Mean age of women at first marriage 

Country 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 
Slovak Republic 22,2 22,5 22,7 22.8 22 21 '1 21,3 21,5 21,6 
Moldova 25,6 22,8 22,3 21,5 21,7 21,9 21,7 
Bela rus 21,9 21,8 21,8 21,9 22 
Poland 21,9 22,1 22 22,1 21,7 21,8 22 22,1 22,3 22,5 
Hungary 21 '1 20,8 21,3 21,3 21,5 21,7 22 22,2 22,6 
Turkey 19,9 20,1 20,7 21,5 21.5 21,7 21,9 22.2 22,5 
Lithuania 24,1 23,7 23 23.3 22,3 22,2 22,3 22,4 22.6 22,8 
Bulgaria 21,4 21,4 21,3 21,4 21.4 21,9 22,3 22,6 22,9 23,1 
Czech Republic 21,6 21,6 21,5 21,6 21,5 21,9 22,2 22,6 22,9 23,3 
Russian Federation 23,1 23,2 22,6 22,4 22,4 22,6 22.7 
La tv ia 23,3 22,8 22,7 22,2 22,5 22,5 22,8 23,2 23,6 
Romania 22,1 22,1 22,3 22,1 22,3 22.4 22,8 22,9 23 
Estonia 23,5 23,2 22,6 22,8 22,5 22,9 23,4 23,5 23,7 24,1 
FR Yugoslavia 22 22,1 22,5 22,8 23,4 23,8 23,6 23,9 24,1 
Croatia 21,4 21,7 22,1 22,5 23,1 23,7 23,9 24,3 24,3 24,8 
Cyprus 22,9 23,7 23,8 24,1 24,4 24,8 24,9 25,2 
Portugal 24,3 23,7 23,3 23,6 24,2 24,7 24,8 24,9 
S lovenia 23,1 22,5 22,4 22,8 23,8 24,7 24,9 25,2 25,4 25,6 
Greece 22,9 22,6 22,3 22,8 23,8 24,7 25,1 25,3 25,7 25,2 
Belgium 22,4 21,6 22,3 23,3 24,5 25,3 25,6 25,8 26 
Former GDR 21,9 21,8 21,8 22,7 23,7 25,5 26 26,4 26,7 
Austria 23,1 22,8 23,1 24 25,1 26 26,3 26,7 26,9 27,3 
United Kingdom 22,4 22,8 23 23,8 25,2 26,2 26,5 26,7 
Luxembbourg 23,2 23,3 23 24,1 25,4 25,8 26,4 26,8 26,7 27,4 
France 22,4 22,5 23 24,2 25,6 26,4 26,7 26,9 
Italy 24,1 23,5 24,5 25,6 26,2 26,5 26,9 
Spain 24,8 24,2 23,7 24,6 25,5 26,5 26,8 27 
Germany 25,5 26,8 27,1 27,3 27,6 
Switzerland 24,1 24,3 25 26 26,7 27 27,2 27,3 27,3 27,4P 
Netherlands 22,7 22,6 23,1 24,4 25,9 26,9 27,2 27,4 27,6 27,9P 
FRG 23 22,7 23,4 24,6 25,9 26,9 27,1 27,5 27,7 
Finland 23 23,5 24,5 25,4 26,5 27,2 27,3 27,6 27,9 28,2 
Norway 22,7 22,9 23,6 24,9 26,2 26,9 27,2 27,6 28 
Ireland 24,8 24,4 24,1 25 26,3 27,2 27,5 27,8 
San Marino 22,6 22,1 24,1 24,8 27,1 26,9 26,5 28 27.5 28,3 
lceland 23,2 22,7 23,2 24,9 26,1 28 28,6 28,6 29 30,4 
Sweden 24 25,1 26,4 27,5 27,5 28,1 28,5 28.7 29 
Denmark 23,7 24,8 26,3 27,6 28,5 29 29,1 29,2 
Lichtenstein 23,1 25,1 25,6 26 
Malta 24,7 22,5 
Macedonia 22,2 22,4 22,8 
Bosnia-Hercegovina 22 22,4 23,3 

. .  

P - Prov1s1onal data 
Source: Recent demographic developments in Europe 1996 
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Change of the marital and partner behaviour of couples appcars to bc the next 
element of the second demographic transition. The dominant type of so cali ed "nuclear" 
family, based on spouses marital relationship, was enlarged by the single-person l�llllilics 
and non-marricd couples living in free union. Mainly this consensual pattern of the 
couples' cocxistence has spread widely in the post-industrial countries being promoted 
as legally cqual to the legitimate marriages. Cohabitation has become common as 
prcmarital cocxistcncc (usual ly for 1-3 years). Very oftcn, such non-marricd couplcs 
maintain an infonnal way of coexistcnce tor years, even hav ing children. 

For Slovakia, such varicty of fonns for the couplcs' coexistencc is not common. 
Legitimate marital partnership and the family life have strong roots what can be proved, 
for instance, by high rates of childbirths registered in marriage. In 1950, only 5,5% of 
inlimts were born beyond marriage. In 1990 this rate incrcascd to 7 ,6%, but the most 
amazing in the recent years appearcd to bc a sharp increasc of live births ratcs among 
il lcgitimatc births, c.g. to 14% in 1996. In gl'ncral, free union coexistcnce of couplcs is 
sprcading throughout Slovakia very slowly. Despite this fact, cohabitation is expected to 
become more common here in the near future. 

Position of Slovakia, as wel l  as the other transform ing countries, is different from 
the processes discovered in the first group. These countries experience certain lagging 
behind population development. Commenting positions of countries in terms of mean 
ages at the first marriage in Europe (see Table 3), it must be mentioned a group of 
countries with low ages at marriage (2 1-25), typical for al l  transfonning countries 
(among other countries only Turkey and Portugal belong to this group). In the South and 
West European countries, the current female age at the first marriage is 25-28 where 
only S lovenia is an exception. Scandinavian countries reveal the highest va lues of this 
index (28-30 years of age). 

The similar picture wil l  be discovered after evaluation of figures related with infant 
mortality, life expectancy at birth, ratio of birth outside marriagc and mean age of 
women at birth of first child. The most interesting results can be obtained after the 
complex analysis of al l  mentioned patterns based on the bal l  method (the number of 
bal ls was determined by a place occupied by a country in each of 6 indexes). The 
avcragc place was calculatcd from the total sum oľ placcs of al l  imlcxcs. To the group of 
20 European countries with advanced sta ge of population development belong al l  West-, 
Not1h- and South-Europcan countries (where only Slovenia on the 17'" place is an 
exception). The second half of the table is occupied by all  transform ing countries (where 
Malta on the 22"d place and Liechtenstein on the 251h place make and cxception) which 
population development is lagging behind. 

4. CONCLUSJON 

l .ln short period of time the theory of the 2"d demographic trans1t1on has become 
alternative for interpretation of the population development, especial ly in terms of the 
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European countries. Its verification and further possible alterations require a certain 
time span and are to be studied for the longer period. As we can remember, even the 
theory of demographic transition has required in the past quite long time for its 
formulation and examination. 

2. Notwithstanding all aforesaid, the theory of the 2nd demographic trans i ti on is not 
universally accepted by the scientific community. In some publications, the individual 
ethic principles of the population behaviour, so characteristic for the 2"d demo graphic 
transition, are being criticised (e.g. illegitimate coexistence of couples, liberalisation 
of abortion legislation, priority of individual interests, etc.). In terms of this mauer, the 
theory critics do not want to recognise the best endeavours of scientists to study 
essences of population processes and phenomena with maximum objectivity, that is an 
inevitable condition of each scientific research. 

3.Specific features, distinctive for development of the 2nd demographic transition, has 
already started to appear in developed countries of the West and North Europe. 
Development of some population processes in Central and East European countries 
has revealed the similar trend. In some patterns, e.g. derived from declined childbirth, 
they even get before the first group of countries. Changes of population behaviour in 
transforming countries are significantly influenced by sharply changed 
socio-economic conditions of the life of population, that is why they can not be 
regarded as clear evidence of the 2nddemographic transition. 

4. Changes in demographic processes and phenomena in Slovakia, which started at the 
beginning of the 90s, are being considerably influenced by changes of socio-economic 
relations. They reflect a certain reaction on the pressure from outside, being not only a 
product of the natural development of the population reproductive behaviour. 
Currently, the reproductive behaviour is changing in slow pace, moving on alongside 
the overall cultura! and economic development of society. The cultura! changes, for 
instance, can be supported, but cannot be ordered, or bought. As we can remember, 
the demographic behaviour of population in majority of the West and North European 
countries has developed just in course of such slow gradual changes for several 
decades creating characteristic features of the 2nd demographic transition. 

5.Just for these reasons, it cannot be regarded that population of Slovakia has already 
entered the 2"d demo graphic trans i ti on in population development. Some processes and 
their rates, mainly marriages, fertility and reproduction have closely approached 
figures reached by the West-European populations. However,

· 
on the other side, 

Slovakia still maintains the natural increase of population, though, mainly due to the 
relatively high rates of the live births. The life expectancy at birth, especially of male 
population, is rising, though, in slow pace. Marital relationships and family creation 
still remains under considerable influence of tradition family and reproductive 
behaviour. 
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Res ume 

Populačný vývoj Slovenska v európskom kontexte 

V 60. rokoch dochádza v niektorých európskych krajinách k poklesu pôrodnosti pod 
úroveň úmrtnosti a výsledkom je prirodzený úbytok ich obyvatel'stva. Tento vývoj bol 
označený ako druhý demogralický prechod alebo druhá dcmogralická revolúcia. Ne­
gatívna bilancia prirodzeného pohybu obyvateľstva v sebe skrýva veľký súbor zmien 
mnohých procesov ako sú fertilita, pôrodnosť, sobášnosť a formovanie rodiny a tieto 
sú odrazom zmien v demografickom správaní obyvatel'stva. 



V posledných IO rokoch sa výrazne odlišuje populačný vývoj v krajinách strednej a 
východnej Európy, v ktorých sa prejavuje pôsobenie transformačného procesu. Trans­
formácia zasiahla populačné javy a procesy jednotlivých krajin rôznou intenzitou. Do 
prvej skupiny možno zaradiť populačné javy a procesy, ktoré sú v silnej závislosti od 
socioekonomických pomerov, pomerne rýchlo a intenzívne reagujú na ich zmeny a ich 
ukazovatele sa menia rýchlejšie (živorodenosť, prirodzený prírastok, miery plodnosti, 
sobášnosť, potratovosť, miery reprodukcie a ďalšie). Druhá skupina populačných 
javov a procesov sa vyznačuje väčšou zotrvačnosťou, pomalšie reaguje na socioekono­
mické premeny (stredná dÍžka života, dojčenská úmrtnosť, sobášny vek, vek žien pri 
prvom pôrode, podiel narodených detí mimo manželstva a ďalšie). Ich vývoj súvisí s 
celkovými spoločenskými premenami, s kultúrnou vyspelosťou, tradíciami, ovplyvňujú 
ho i religiozita obyvatel'stva a pod. 
V tomto svetle je diskutovatel'ná predstava o tom, že sa slovenská populácia dostala 
svojim vývojom do 2. demografického prechodu. Niektoré procesy a ich miery, najmä 
sobášnosť, plodnosť, miery reprodukcie sa svojou úrovňou vel'mi približili k zápa­
doeurópskym populáciám. Na druhej strane má Slovensko ešte stále prirodzený príras­
tok obyvatel'stva, čo je najmä zásluha relatívne vyššej živorodenosti. Stredná dÍžka 
života, najmä mužov sa zvyšuje pomaly. Spôsob uzatvárania manželstiev a formovania 
rodiny je ešte stále ovplyvňovaný tradii!nými predstavami o rodinnom a reprodukčnom 
správaní. 

Zmeny demogralických javov a procesov na Slovensku, ktoré nastúpili začiatkom 9 0. 
rokov sú silne ovplyvnené zmenami socioekonomických pomerov. Reprodukčné 
správanie sa spravidla meni pomalšie a prebieha paralelne s celkovým kultúrnym a 
ekonomickým vývojom spoločnosti. Takýmto postupným vývojom sa vo viacerých po­
puláciách v krajinách západnej a severnej Európy menilo demografické správanie 
obyvatel'stva a v priebehu niekol'kých desaťročí sa vytvárali charakteristické črty 2. de­
mografického prechodu. 
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